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Chapter 4 Snapshot of the Existing Transportation Network  

The strength of San Benito County’s regional multi-modal transportation network lies in its vast 

network of roads, bus routes, sidewalks, and bicycle lanes.   

This chapter discusses the existing system needs and provides 

a snapshot of the facilities that make up San Benito County’s 

transportation multi-modal network. The chapter highlights 

the importance of a coordinated multi-modal planning system 

which is critical to the continued growth of our local and 

regional economies.  This coordinated planning approach is 

important to ensure that as the system grows; we manage transport in a way that is sensitive to 

the San Benito County region’s valuable natural and community resources. As such; it is critical 

to discuss the impacts growth will have on the existing transportation network.  

As the region’s transportation network grows and the need for maintenance grows, 

transportation funding is shrinking, as illustrated in Chapter 2. To understand the impact and 

needs of the transportation network, it is important to provide insight into San Benito County’s 

regional travel patterns and behaviors.   

REGIONAL TRAVEL BEHAVIORS 
Nine out of ten trips in the San Benito County region use our highway and arterial network, 

which supports a host of modes, including the automobile, transit, and active transportation. 

The region is also home to a growing number of commuters.  

In San Benito County, the average commute time to work is just over 30 minutes; this is higher 

than the United States and State of California averages. In addition, 48.9 percent of San Benito 

County residents now commute to jobs outside of the county, leaving for work in the dark and 

coming home after dark.13 

The Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments’ 

Regional Travel Demand Model also estimates the 

mode choice by users of the San Benito County 

region roadway system in Figure 4-1. 

This data is notably important because most 

commuters travel at the same time of day on roads 

and highways that meet or exceed today’s capacity 

demands. Increased traffic has adverse impacts on San Benito County’s regional transportation 

                                                        
13  2010 U.S. Census, San Benito County   

Modes of Transportation 

Travel alone by car or truck 73.9% 

Travel with another person, carpool 17.1% 

Travel by working from home  5.0% 

Travel by other means 1.7% 

Travel by walking 1.4% 

Figure 4-1   San Benito County Mode Choice Data 
Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey, DP03 

Multi-modal transportation is a 
connected transportation system 
that supports vehicles, bicycles, 
pedestrians, and public transit. 
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system – causing a strain on the existing infrastructure and available funding resources. 

Maintaining the local transportation infrastructure is important for the entire region and in 

order to do so, it is critical to understand the transportation needs of the San Benito County 

region.  

MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
How well our transportation system performs directly affects the day-to-day movement of 

people and goods. On a macro scale, it shapes the region’s economic vitality, growth patterns 

and quality of life. Several needs have been identified upon evaluating existing transportation 

conditions which should be assessed.  

The predominant mode of transportation in the 

San Benito County region is the private vehicle. 

This particular mode of transportation excludes 

many residents like children under the legal 

driving age, persons with limited means, or 

persons with disabilities. As we identify the 

needs in the region it is crucial to also recognize 

the needs of the multi-modal transportation 

system as a whole to include alternative 

transportation facilities; such as public transit, 

bicycle and pedestrian facilities to 

accommodate residents that do not have 

access, or choose not to use, a private vehicle.  

Despite the importance of the San Benito County region’s transportation system, 

improvements have not kept pace with the region’s increasing population and transportation 

demand. As a result, the region’s traffic congestion continues to increase, leading to a less 

productive transportation system, impacts to air quality, deterioration of transportation 

infrastructure, and financial and health impacts to commuters. 

Roadways 

San Benito County region’s network of roads is crumbling under the weight of decades of 

underinvestment. The California Statewide Needs Assessment Project surveyed California’s 58 

counties and 480 cities in 2012 on the condition of local streets and roads infrastructure. It 

collected data on the amount and type of funding used to support the needs of pavement, 

essential component needs, and bridges. San Benito County’s average pavement condition was 

66, consistent with the statewide average.14  

                                                        
14  2012 California Statewide Needs Assessment Project 
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Figure 4-2   Mean Travel Time for Work 
Source: U.S. Census Data, San Benito 
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The Statewide Report identifies that there is a significant need 

for increased funding for local streets and road maintenance. 

There is a statewide funding shortfall of $82 billion over the 

next ten years.  Currently, only $2.5 billion a year is available 

statewide for local streets and road maintenance in California. 

In the San Benito County region, the 20-year pavement needs 

total $313 million. 

As noted, a shortage of funding has had a significant impact to 

the multi-modal transportation system as a whole – including the needs of public transit, 

bicycle, and pedestrian facilities.  

Public Transit 

Public transit needs in the San Benito County region have increased – causing an increase in 

local Unmet Transit Needs. In 2009, the State of California eliminated Proposition 42 State 

Transit Assistance Increment (STA) funds from the Transportation Development Act due to 

State budget constraints. As a result, the San Benito County Local Transportation Authority had 

to make significant reductions to its transit services and increase fares. At the 2012 Unmet 

Transit Needs hearing, the Social Services Transportation Advisory Council found that the lack 

of mid-day Fixed Route service was an unmet transit need that was not reasonable to meet due 

to funding constraints.  

Current transit funding projections inadequately meet all the transportation needs in San 

Benito County. In order to meet public demand, San Benito is always looking toward generating 

revenue through various grants to help fund transit. Some examples of recent grants that were 

awarded to the Local Transportation Authority include:  

 Continuation of Intercounty Gavilan College and Greyhound Services  

 Transit Internship Program 

 Transit Design Guidelines 

 Short-Range and Long-Range Transit Plan 

 Transit Infrastructure Assessment 

Although the agency has been successful in receiving grants, these types of funds are unstable 

in nature. Grants are typically highly competitive and last one to two years. While these grants 

are helpful, they are not guaranteed nor consistently funded. Therefore, these grants do not 

provide a sustainable and/or reliable source of funding needed for planning activities or 

maintaining service levels. 

According to the California 
Statewide Needs Assessment 
Project, the average 
pavement condition index for 
streets and roads statewide 
dropped from 68 to 66.  This 
rating is considered to be in 
the “at risk” category.   



4-4  |  FINAL     On the Move: 2035 – San Benito Regional Transportation Plan 

Bicycle and Pedestrian (Active Transportation) 

San Benito County’s regional financial needs also impact the regional bikeway network.  

Currently, the regions’ bikeway network is modest in size. However, steps have been taken 

towards improving citizens’ quality of life which create a more sustainable environment by 

reducing traffic congestion, air pollution from vehicle exhaust emissions, noise, and energy 

consumption. The Council of Governments has also actively sought grant opportunities to meet 

the funding shortfall of the bikeway network. Past grants have included:  

 Community Based Transportation Planning Grant, which funded the (San Benito County 

Bikeway and Pedestrian Master Plan), 

 Bicycle Transportation Account and Safe Routes to School Grant funded the 

construction of the San Juan Highway Bike Lanes Project. These grant programs were 

consolidated into the Active Transportation Program (ATP).  

 Monterey Bay Area Unified Air Pollution Control District’s AB2766 Vehicle Emissions 

Reduction Grant Program, which funded the construction of the Southside Road Bike 

Lanes Project  

 Silicon Valley Health Trust Grant, which funded the Safe Routes to School 

Implementation Plan for R.O. Hardin and Calaveras Schools 

Funding for San Benito County’s regional multi-modal system typically comes from a range of 

sources, including state gasoline taxes, county sales taxes, Transportation Development Act, 

State Transit Planning Assistance. For detailed funding sources, see Chapter 6. 

Identification of new strategies will play a vital role in moving the region towards a more 

cohesive multi-modal network. These strategies will address the current and future needs of 

pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, drivers, and the disabled.  

An essential component to any multimodal system should be 

a “Complete Streets” approach to facility planning. Complete 

Streets is a roadway design template whereby facilities for 

different modes of transportation, such as bicycle and 

pedestrian, are accounted for within the street design.15 Such 

a design would include a roadway travel lane adjacent to a 

bicycle lane and sidewalk, including necessary separations for 

safety. All facility design decisions should foster a cooperative relationship between 

recreational and commuter traffic. Appropriate signage and wayfinding strategies need to be 

employed to ensure that transportation is safe and efficient for all modes, see Chapter 5 for 

more details.  

                                                        
15  Monterey Bay Area Complete Streets Guidebook  

Complete Streets meet the 
needs of all users of the roadway 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, 
users of public transit, motorists, 
children, elderly, and persons 
with disabilities. 
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The implementation of Complete Street strategies and policies is important in the development 

of an integrated multimodal transportation system that facilitates the safe and efficient 

movement of people and goods. In addition, using performance measures, which are later 

discussed in Chapter 7, allows us to evaluate current and projected transportation needs of the 

region. 

A Complete Streets Guidebook was prepared by the regional transportation planning agencies 

of San Benito, Monterey, and Santa Cruz counties and the Association of Monterey Bay Area 

Governments. This Guidebook is found in Appendix A. 

MULTIMODAL SYSTEM 
A truly multimodal transportation system is one that supports a variety of transportation 

resources including highways, local roadways, public transit, bike lanes and trails, pedestrian 

sidewalks and pathways, aviation, goods movement, and Transportation Demand 

Management. A multimodal transportation system ensures that land development practices 

and transportation projects promote community connectivity. A complete multimodal network 

will also support economic development, tourism and sustainability goals. As a result, the 

network will improve livability by offering travel choices for all ages and ability of users.  

LOCAL ROADWAYS 
Roadways are the backbone of San Benito 

County’s economic well-being. Roadways 

facilitate the movement of people and goods 

via multiple modes of transportation, 

including automobiles, public transit, and 

active transportation. A map of local 

roadways can be found in Figure 4-4. 

The public roads system within San Benito 

County, the City of Hollister, and the City of 

San Juan Bautista extends for 521 miles.  San 

Benito County’s network includes numerous 

county roads and city streets. Local 

jurisdictions classify these facilities according 

to their function into one of five categories: 

arterials, collectors, local, local business 

street, or private roads. 

Arterials 

Within urbanized areas, arterials provide access to major activity centers and accommodate 

pedestrian and bicycle use. Arterials usually have relatively high traffic volumes and travel 

speeds. Arterial streets have limited parking opportunities or parking is prohibited altogether. 

• 385.71 miles
San Benito 

County

• 99.87 miles
City of 

Hollister

• 9.91 miles
San Juan 
Bautista

• 8.68 miles
National 

Park Service

• 88.84 miles
State 

Highways

• 306.40 miles
State Park 

Service

Figure 4-3   Maintained Road and Highway Miles in San 
Benito County by Jurisdiction 
Source: California Department of Transportation, 2011 
California Public Road Data  
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Collectors  

The collector street and road system primarily provides for vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle 

movement between sub-areas within residential, commercial, and industrial neighborhoods. 

Collector streets and roads usually have moderate traffic volumes and travel speeds, consistent 

with a moderate level of pedestrian and bicycle use. Collector streets have limited on-street 

parking opportunities. 

Local 

The local street and road system primarily provides for vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle 

movement. Moderate to high traffic volumes and low travel speeds are consistent with the 

highest level of pedestrian and bicycle use. Main streets have ample on-street parking 

opportunities for commercial use. 

Private Roads 

Private roads provide access from public roads to properties otherwise unconnected to the 

public road system. Private roads are also found in multi-family or condominium development 

projects. Usually, local jurisdictions require new private roads to meet the same standards as 

public roads, but in many cases older facilities do not meet minimum public standards. Private 

roads usually have low traffic volumes and travel speeds, and pedestrian and bicycling facilities 

are often missing. 

Existing Conditions 

San Benito County’s roads have seen increased traffic due to growth in the late 1990s. Traffic 

congestion on rural roads in northern San Benito County has created long delays at rural 

intersections. Within Hollister, many local and collector streets are being used for through 

travel. 

STATE AND FEDERAL HIGHWAYS 
The San Benito region’s State of California highway system extends for 88 maintained miles. 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) maintains five state highways in San 

Benito County which includes routes 25, 101, 129, 146, and 156. With the exception of U.S. 101, 

the highways in San Benito County were designed as two-lane conventional highways. Many of 

these facilities have been overwhelmed by increased commuter, recreational, and goods 

movement traffic. State highways are discussed in more detail below.  

State Route 25 

State Route 25 traverses the entire length of San Benito County in the south at the junction of 

State Route 198 in Monterey County, north through Paicines, Tres Pinos, and Hollister to the 

northern county boundary near Gilroy, where it connects to U.S. 101. This primarily minor rural 

route functions as a two-lane facility, with the exception of a short section in Hollister where 

there are three miles consisting of four and six lanes.  
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State Route 25 is a primary commuter route between Hollister and Gilroy. Between 1998 and 

2003, State Route 25 experienced a high number of traffic accidents and fatalities along the 

corridor. Anecdotal evidence indicates that heavy peak-period traffic volumes impact parallel 

routes including Frazer Lake Road.  State Highway 25 from the Monterey County line to State 

Highway 156 is eligible for inclusion in the California Scenic Highway program. 

In response to these conditions, the Council of Governments in coordination with various state 

and local government agencies has planned and implemented a series of projects, identified 

below, that address the needs of travelers using Highway 25 in San Benito County.     

 Highway 25 Bypass 

The Measure A Authority funded and the Council of Governments constructed the 

Route 25 Hollister Bypass, which was opened to the public in February of 2009. The 

Bypass is a six and four-lane urban arterial with bicycle lanes that begins at the 

intersection of State Route 25 at Sunnyslope Road and extends north intersecting East 

Park Street, Hillcrest Road, Meridian Street, and Santa Ana Road. The new facility 

continues north and then west to connect to San Felipe Road and Highway 25. The new 

route is parallel to and to the east of Downtown Hollister.  

In 2014, the Council of Governments worked in partnership with Caltrans to designate 

the Bypass as the official State Route 25. The existing State Route 25, that runs through 

Downtown Hollister was relinquished and is now a city owned street. The transfer of the 

Bypass to the State was made in May 2014. 

 Highway 25 Safety and Operational Enhancements Project 

In 2010, the Council of Governments completed construction on the Highway 25 Safety 

and Operational Enhancements Project. The purpose of the Highway 25 Safety and 

Operational Enhancements Project was to reduce the potential for cross centerline 

collisions by constructing a median barrier and consolidating private driveways. This 

project is located on State Route 25 between San Felipe Road in San Benito County and 

U.S. 101 in Santa Clara County; a distance of approximately 11.2 miles.  

 Highway 25 Widening  

Caltrans, in cooperation with the Council of Governments and the Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority, is proposing the eventual replacement of 11.2 miles of the 

existing State Route 25 two-lane conventional highway with a four-lane expressway in 

San Benito and in Santa Clara Counties. In San Benito County, the project would extend 

for 8 miles from San Felipe Road (within the City of Hollister) to the San Benito/Santa 

Clara County line. This project is intended to add capacity along the corridor. For fiscal 

constraint reasons, funding for the Highway 25 Widening project is unavailable in the 

2035 planning period.  
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U.S. Highway 101 

U.S. 101 passes through the northwestern 

portion of San Benito County for 7.5 miles 

and serves primarily interregional traffic. It 

is the main north/south route that Caltrans 

classified as a principal arterial and includes it as 

part of the Interregional Route System (IRRS). San 

Benito County has designated the route as a Scenic 

Highway. U.S. 101 from the Monterey County line to State 

Highway 156 is eligible for inclusion in the California Scenic 

Highway Program. 

U.S. 101 in San Benito County starts as a four-lane expressway 

at the Monterey/San Benito County Line and changes to a four-

lane freeway 1.6 miles north. The route continues as a four lane 

freeway to the Pajaro River Bridge at the San Benito/Santa Clara 

County Line. State Routes 156 and 129 intersect U.S. 101 in San 

Benito County. Caltrans has identified a route concept for U.S. 

101 that is a six-lane freeway configuration, which is currently 

unfunded.  

State Route 129 

As a two-lane conventional highway, State Route 129 extends from Santa Cruz County into the 

northwestern portion of San Benito County connecting to U.S 101 approximately 2.6 miles from 

the Santa Cruz/San Benito County Line. It provides access from State Route 1, in Santa Cruz 

County to U.S. 101 for truck traffic generated by food processing plants in the Watsonville area 

and a sand and gravel quarry in southeastern Santa Cruz County. The route also serves 

agricultural production areas used by farm equipment and slow-moving trucks carrying farm 

produce. State Route 129 provides access to Santa Cruz and Monterey County beaches.  

Truck traffic originating from Santa Cruz County on State Route 129 impacts San Juan Highway 

and San Justo Road, both of which are narrow two lane roads ill-equipped to handle heavy 

loads and large vehicles. Agricultural-related businesses located on San Juan Highway are 

generating much of this truck traffic, which impact the county’s roads as trucks move through 

the area toward State Route 156. In addition, Anzar High School, which is also located on San 

Juan Highway, generates motor vehicle traffic in the area during school hours.  

The route concept for State Route 129 is a two-lane conventional highway with passing lanes 

where appropriate.  

 

Figure 4-5   State and Federal Highways 
in and around San Benito County 
Source: California Department of 
Transportation 
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State Route 146 

State Route 146, in San Benito County is a two-lane conventional highway used primarily to 

provide access from State Route 25 to Pinnacles National Park. Caltrans classifies this route as a 

minor arterial. San Benito County has designated the 

route as a local Scenic Highway and the corridor has 

been identified as eligible for inclusion in the 

California Scenic Highway Program. 

State Route 146 is expected to accommodate 

anticipated growth through the long-term (2035) 

forecast without major capacity improvements. The 

route concept for State Route 146 is to maintain the 

corridor as a two-lane conventional highway.  

State Route 156 

State Route 156 traverses northern San Benito County, from U.S. 101 (west of San Juan 

Bautista) through San Juan Bautista and Hollister to the San Benito/Santa Clara county line 

where it connects with State Route 152. State Route 156 is a four-lane expressway from U.S. 

101 to San Juan Bautista, where it narrows into a conventional two-lane rural highway. In the 

Hollister area, State Route 156 becomes a two-lane expressway, as it bypasses Hollister and 

maintains that configuration to the San Benito/Santa Clara County line. Near Hollister, the State 

Route 156 Bypass continues north of the city limits.  

The corridor serves interregional traffic traveling east/west, including a substantial number of 

trucks during the week and recreational traffic between the Central Valley, Monterey Bay Area, 

and San Francisco Bay Area on the weekend. Caltrans classifies State Route 156 as a rural minor 

arterial and includes it as part of the Interregional Road System. State Route 156 is a Caltrans 

Focus Route. As such, the route has a high priority for completion to facility standards in order 

to handle higher volumes of interregional trip movements and connect all urban areas, goods 

movement gateways, and rural areas. It is also designated as a Federal Aid Primary Route and is 

part of the Freeway and Expressway System, although a large portion of the route is a 

conventional highway.  

State Route 156 is also a major corridor for residents of Hollister, San Juan Bautista, and San 

Benito County traveling to Monterey and Santa Clara Counties. While portions of the facility 

have been upgraded to handle increased demand, the segment between San Juan Bautista and 

Hollister remains a two-lane facility. With conflicts between commuters and agricultural 

operations, improving safety on this highway segment is a priority for Caltrans and San Benito 

County policy makers.  

 

Caltrans’ future route concept for State Route 156 is a four-lane access-controlled conventional 

highway from The Alameda to Union Road (west of Hollister), and a two-lane access-controlled 

Figure 4-6   Rock climber at Pinnacles National Park 
Source: Friends of Pinnacles 
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conventional highway from Union Road to the San Benito/Santa Clara County Line. Caltrans has 

secured funding for the San Benito Route 156 Improvement Project and is currently in the final 

design and right-of-way phases to widen State Route 156 from The Alameda to Union Road. 

Once constructed, the existing State Route 156 will become a county road and will serve as 

access for residents living on the north side and a bicycle and pedestrian multi-use path 

connecting bicyclist traveling between Hollister and San Juan Bautista.   

State Highway 156 from the Monterey County line to the Santa Clara County line is eligible for 

inclusion in the California Scenic Highway Program. 

GOODS MOVEMENT  
The majority of commodities in San Benito County are transported in and out of the county by 

truck, with a small portion transported by rail.  

TRUCKING 
San Benito County experiences a higher than average amount of truck traffic in and around San 

Juan Bautista and Hollister. Commodity exports from San Benito County are primarily 

agricultural products and quarry materials, and the transport of these products generates a 

significant amount of truck traffic in and out of the County. While this traffic is largely confined 

to state highways it also 

impacts local streets and rural 

roads not designed to handle 

large heavy trucks, creating 

conflicts with local traffic and 

adding to congestion. Seasonal 

trucking activity in the region is 

a challenge for farmers trying 

to get their produce to market. 

In addition to congestion, 

infrastructure is not adequate 

to handle large truck volumes. 

Figure 4-7 depicts highway 

freight movement in the 

United States. San Benito 

County is entirely covered by the lines, highlighting the importance of trucking in regional goods 

movement. Figure 4-8 depicts the existing and proposed freight network for San Benito County. 

Projects identifed for funding in the Regional Transportation Plan’s timeframe include projects 

which will accommodate this freight network improvement need. Additional projects, such as 

improvements to the State Route 25, US 101 and State Route 152 corridors, are included in the 

illustrative, unconstraind project list in the Plan. These identified needs underline the 

importance of the need to accommodate a goods movement network that is safe and efficient. 

Figure 4-7   Agricultural and Total Freight Movement on United States Interstate 
System, 2002 
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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Figure 4-8   Existing and Proposed Truck Routes in San Benito County 

RAILROAD 
The primary rail line in San Benito County is the 12-mile-long Hollister Branch Line running from 

Hollister to Carnadero Creek in Santa Clara County. The facility transports approximately 10,000 

gross tons of goods on the rail line each year. With the advent of the state highway and the 

competitive shipping rates offered by truckers, rail has become a less viable form of commodity 

transport than it was in decades past. In 2014, there were no established plans to expand rail 

growth in San Benito County by either the public or private sector.  

PUBLIC TRANSIT SYSTEM  
Despite San Benito County’s common perception as an auto-oriented culture, the region’s 

transit system includes an extensive network of services and options.  

The San Benito County Local Transportation Authority was formed by a Joint Powers Agreement 

between the Cities of Hollister and San Juan Bautista and the County of San Benito in 1990. The 

Authority is responsible for the administration and operation of public transportation services 

in the County provided by County Express and Specialized Transportation Services.  
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During Fiscal Year 2012/2013, the Local Transportation Authority transit providers served 
120,109 passengers on County Express and 16,756 on Specialized Transportation Services 
(Figure 4-9).  

As an ongoing effort to coordinate public transportation services and resources in the San 

Benito County region, the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments, in partnership with 

the Authority and other regional transit agencies developed a comprehensive strategy for 

public transportation service. The Monterey Bay Area Coordinated Public Transit-Human 

Services Transportation Plan identifies the current transportation needs of individuals with 

disabilities, older adults, and individuals with limited incomes, and outlines strategies for 

meeting these needs. The Coordinated Plan can be found at www.AMBAG.org.  

COUNTY EXPRESS TRANSIT SYSTEM 
The County Express system currently provides three fixed routes in the City of Hollister, 

complementary Americans with Disabilities Act Paratransit service, Intercounty service to Gilroy 

in Santa Clara County, and a general public Dial-A-Ride.  

As of December 2013, the County Express fleet included 23 vehicles. All vehicles are ADA 

compliant and equipped with wheelchair lifts/ramps and bicycle racks. The Local Transportation 

Authority contracts with a private operator for management, dispatchers, trainers, and drivers 

of its County Express transit service. 

Fixed-Route  

Fixed-Route service operates three Fixed Routes within the City of Hollister. These routes 

operate between 6:20 a.m. and 5:40 p.m. However, there is no Fixed Route service between 

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Headways for each of the routes range from 40 to 50 minutes.  

 
Figure 4-9   Fiscal Year 2012/2013 Public Transit Ridership 
OOCMT – Out-of-County Non-Emergency Medical Transportation 
MSAP – Medical-Shopping Assistance Program 
Source: San Benito County Local Transportation Authority 
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Dial-A-Ride 

County Express transit system provides Dial-a-Ride service to parts of northern San Benito 

County, including Hollister, San Juan Bautista, and Tres Pinos, Monday through Friday from 6:00 

a.m. to 6:00 p.m. where and when Fixed Route is not available and on weekends. Reservations 

for the Dial-A-Ride may be made up to 14 days in advance. Same-day service is available but is 

subject to availability and a convenience fee. 

Paratransit 

Complementary Americans with Disabilities Act Paratransit service is available for residents and 

visitors who are eligible for the service as determined by the Authority. The service is for 

individuals who are not able to access Fixed Route due to a physical or cognitive disability and 

have trips that begin or end in a location less than ¾ mile from a Fixed Route bus stop. 

Reservations for the Paratransit service may be made up to 14 days in advance. Same-day 

service is available but is subject to availability and a convenience fee.  

Intercounty  

County Express’ Intercounty routes provide connections from the Cities of Hollister and San 

Juan Bautista to the City of Gilroy. There is daily weekday service to Gavilan College and the 

Caltrain station and Saturday service to the Greyhound station in Gilroy. The weekday shuttle 

service to Gavilan College is from 6:50 a.m. to 6:10 p.m. with a limited schedule when school is 

not in session. There are three early morning and three evening runs to the Gilroy Caltrain 

station for connections to Caltrain and Valley Transportation Authority bus services. Service to 

the Greyhound station operates on Saturday and Sunday from 7:40 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

SPECIALIZED TRANSPORTATION SERVICES  
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, 10.4 percent of the 

total county population is aged 65 or older.16 Many of 

these elderly individuals and persons with disabilities 

require specialized transportation services to travel to 

medical appointments, shop, and visit recreation 

centers. 

The Authority contracts with Jovenes de Antaño, a 

local non-profit organization that has been providing 

specialized transportation services in San Benito 

County since 1990. Specialized services include Out of 

County Non-Emergency Medical Transportation, Medical Shopping Assistance Transportation, 

and Senior Lunch Transportation Program. These services are beyond the requirements of 

                                                        
16  U.S. Census, San Benito County 

Figure 4-10   Clients of Specialized Transportation 
Services 
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Americans with Disabilities Act. They provide escort services, door-through-door, and minor 

translation services.  

Jovenes de Antaño also has a referral program that provides information about other social 

services within the community, coordination of home-based services, referral to legal 

assistance, and other local services to their clients.  The coordination effort between Jovenes de 

Antaño and the Authority allows for efficient, affordable and reliable service for this critical 

need in the community of San Benito County.   

REGIONAL VANPOOL PROGRAM 
The Council of Governments administers a commuter Vanpool Program. The Program is 

designed to help San Benito County residents save money, reduce traffic congestion, and make 

the commute to/from work more pleasant by providing affordable shared transportation. The 

Vanpool Program fleet consists of four 15-passenger vehicles that are leased to commuters 

traveling to and from San Benito County. 

Calvans     

CalVans is a state-wide Vanpool Program that includes more than 200 vanpools tailored to 

meet the needs of commuters, plus nearly 150 vans especially designed for farm workers.  

CalVans is sponsored by the California Vanpool Authority. 

COMMUTER RAIL SERVICE 
Although there is no direct commuter rail service from San Benito County to Santa Clara 

County, County Express provides Intercounty shuttle service to connect commuters to Caltrain 

services available in Gilroy. The California High Speed Rail Authority has a planned route that is 

proposed to go through northern San Benito County as it connects the Bay Area with the 

Central Valley and Los Angeles. There is no planned stop within San Benito County.  

SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION  
San Benito County has 11 public school districts, 7 private schools and 4 special-purpose 

schools. The four school districts that provide bus service for their students are Aromas-San 

Juan Unified, Hollister, North County Joint Union, and San Benito High School. School bus 

service is open only to students who live within a specific distance from the school or have a 

disability.  

TAXI SERVICE 
Taxi service is available from Hollister Taxi, LTD Taxi Service, and Yellow Cab.  

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION IN ACTION 
Active transportation modes (e.g., bicycling and walking) are essential and increasingly 

important modes of transportation. These non-motorized modes are low-cost, do not 

contribute to air pollution, help reduce roadway congestion, improve health, and contribute to 

quality of life. As the region works toward reducing congestion and air pollution, safe facilities  



4-16  |  FINAL     On the Move: 2035 – San Benito Regional Transportation Plan 

to encourage active transportation will become 

essential to meet the future needs of our 

residents. 

SUPPORTING ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
In recent years, there has been a push in state, 

regional, and local policies to enhance the 

existing transportation system while improving 

the environment. Some of the laws, planning documents, and guidelines which support this 

shift include:   

 The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32) challenges California to 

fight climate change through a comprehensive program reducing Greenhouse Gas 

emissions from virtually all sources statewide. The Act requires the California Air 

Resources Board (CARB) to develop regulations and market mechanisms that will cut the 

state’s greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 – a 25 percent reduction 

statewide.17 

 The California Complete Streets Act (AB 1358), passed in 2008, requires that any major 

revision of a jurisdiction’s General Plan include modification to the circulation element 

to “plan for a balanced, multimodal transportation network that meets the needs of all 

users of streets, roads and highways.”18 The Complete Streets Act will ensure that the 

transportation plans of California communities meet the needs of all users of the 

roadway including pedestrians, bicyclists, users of public transit, motorists, children, the 

elderly, and the disabled. 

 In 2009, Governor Brown signed SB 99, which consolidates existing federal and state 

transportation programs, including Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) and Safe 

Routes to School into a single program, Active Transportation Program (ATP), with the 

focus to make California a national leader in active transportation.  

 SB 375 (Chapter 728, Statutes of 2008) directs the California Air Resources Board to set 

regional targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The new law establishes a 

“bottom up” approach to ensure that cities and counties are involved in the 

development of regional plans to achieve those targets. 

SB 375 builds on the existing framework of regional planning to tie together the regional 

allocation of housing needs and regional transportation planning in an effort to reduce 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from motor vehicle trips. 

 The Monterey Bay Area Complete Streets Guidebook builds upon best practices from 

across the nation and was developed to assist local jurisdictions in planning, designing 

                                                        
17   California Air Resources Board  
18   California Government Code section 65302(b)(2)) 

Figure 4-11   Social Media Marketing Efforts by San 
Benito Rideshare Program 
Source: San Benito Rideshare 
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and implementing complete streets projects. Complete streets are roadways designed 

to safely and comfortably accommodate all users, including, but not limited to 

motorists, cyclists, pedestrians, transit and school bus riders, delivery and service 

personnel, freight haulers, and emergency responders. Complete streets accommodate 

people of all ages and abilities.19 See Appendix A.  

 In May 2009, the Council of Governments adopted the San Benito County Bikeway and 

Pedestrian Master Plan. The Plan provides a blueprint for making bicycling and walking 

an integral part of the daily life in the San Benito County region. The Plan proposes 

140.16 miles of designated trails, lanes, and routes that can be used to conveniently 

access major employers, shopping centers, and schools throughout the San Benito 

County region. The goals of the Bikeway and Pedestrian Plan are consistent with the 

system goals of the Regional Transportation Plan.  

 In September 2010, the San Benito County Local Transportation Authority adopted 

Transit Design Guidelines.  These Guidelines were developed to provide information 

about the benefits of incorporating transit-friendly design in private development 

projects, making new communities well served by transit, and encouraging transit use. 

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS IN SAN BENITO COUNTY 
An important first step in promoting Active Transportation is to recognize that city streets are 

not just for cars. This is significantly important when nearly 33 percent of Hollister’s population 

is under the age of 18 and generally would not have access to a vehicle for personal use. In fact, 

while city streets must accommodate automobile traffic, an equal or greater focus should be 

placed on accommodating pedestrians. 

Bicycling Facilities 

Like many communities throughout the United 

States, San Benito County is experiencing 

resurgence in bicycling as a means of 

transportation. The bicycle is a low-cost and 

effective means of transportation that is quiet, non-

polluting, energy-efficient, versatile, healthy, and 

fun. Bicycles offer low-cost mobility to the non-

driving public and offer recreational activity for 

people of all ages. Recent national and local surveys 

find that more people are willing to bicycle more frequently if better facilities are available.  

In the San Benito County region, there are 13.21 miles of bicycle facilities in San Benito County.  

San Benito County and cities’ existing bikeway network consists of approximately 2 miles of 

bike paths and 11 miles of bike lanes. Existing Class I bike paths often parallel arterial roadways. 

                                                        
19  Monterey Bay Area Complete Streets Guidebook 

• 2.29 miles
Class I 
Bicycle 
Lanes

• 10.92 miles
Class II 
Bicycle 
Lanes

Figure 4-12   Bicycle Lanes in San Benito County 
Source: 2009 San Benito County Bikeway and 
Pedestrian Master Plan 
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Existing Class II bike lanes are on urban roadways, often on arterial streets. There are no 

existing Class III bike routes in the region. Figure 4-13 illustrates examples of the three bike lane 

classifications.  Figure 4-14 depicts the current and proposed bicycle lanes.  

Most bicycling in the San Benito County region is done on roadway shoulders, which are not 

striped for bike lanes, or sidewalks on busy arterials.  

As is the case with pedestrian activity, the sign of a healthy street and city is the common use of 

bicycles for travel in and around town. In many cases, bicycles can be accommodated on well-

designed streets without the need for separate bike lanes. As many of the major city streets in 

Hollister and San Juan Bautista become impacted by heavy traffic, planners must consider 

building bicycle facilities to encourage and accommodate bicycle travel. This can be 

accomplished by striping Class II bicycle lanes and posting Class III bicycle routes on existing 

streets and by providing alternative routes dedicated to bicycle and pedestrian use.  

Pedestrian Activities 

As they developed, the San Benito County region and its two cities often did not require new 

communities to include sidewalks on streets because they wanted to maintain the “country” 

feel. This creates a juxtaposition of wanting to balance the desire to retain a rural or small-town 

character with residents’ need to move about safely on foot. Sidewalks can minimize the 

dangers of weather conditions, tripping hazards, and public health concerns. Sidewalks elevate 

the individual from storm and stagnant waters along roadways that can collect debris or 

bacteria.  

There are numerous places where sidewalks do not exist or end abruptly. For example, such a 

condition exists in Hollister on Sunnyslope Road. In this instance, pedestrians use a dirt path 

along the street. There are other examples in the county of inadequate sidewalk facilities. In 

San Juan Bautista, the lack of continuous sidewalk along 5th Street considerably limits 

pedestrian flow. 

Bicycle Safety Education Programs 

Education is an important element for increasing bicycling while also improving safety –

bikeways cannot do it alone. There is also a need for proper education of both youth and adult 

bicyclists and motorists. In the past, the Council of Governments has promoted the following 

educational programs and projects in support of bicycling.   

 Bike Week: Bike to School/Work Day 

 Walk ‘N’ Roll Event 

 Walk to School Day 

 Suggested Safe Routes to School Maps  

 San Benito County Bike Map 
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Figure 4-13   Caltrans Bikeway Classfications 
Source: 2009 San Benito County Bikeways and Pedestrian Master Plan 
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Safe Routes to School 

The San Benito County Safe Routes to School efforts aim to improve the health of kids and the 

community by making walking and bicycling to and from school safer, easier, and more 

enjoyable. Safe Routes to Schools uses education and incentives to encourage walking or riding 

a bicycle to and from school.  

The Council of Governments has made great strides to encourage walking and bicycling within 

the San Benito County region. Specifically, by implementing various Safe Routes to School focus 

programs and projects, including:  

 Suggested Safe Routes to School Brochures - Bilingual handouts for various schools in 

Hollister that outline the best suggested routes to and from school. Printable brochures 

are available online at: http://sanbenitorideshare.org/schools/safe-routes-to-school/.  

 Safe Routes to Schools Program – Draft Implementation Plan on improving facilities and 

encouraging walking and bicycling at R.O. Hardin and Calaveras Schools in Hollister. 

 Bike-to-School Day - Free breakfast, peer support, and prizes. By encouraging students 

to safely ride to and from school, the event strives to reduce childhood obesity, traffic at 

school sites, and greenhouse gas emissions, and encourage long term bicycling habit. 

 Walk-to-School Day - Annual event which encourages physical fitness and healthy 

habits, heightens awareness of traffic, safety and environmental concerns around 

schools, and encourages a long term bicycling habit. 

 Walk ‘N’ Roll - The official kickoff event to Bike Week. In the past, this event has 

hosted a bicycle repair clinic, bicycle registration, low-income helmet giveaway, bicycle 

beauty contest, and bicycle safety course. The goal is to provide bicycle safety 

information and encourages a long term bicycling habit.  

TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT 
San Benito County will experience a significant increase in the number of commuters over the 

next 25 years. 

The U.S. Census reported that there were 23,907 individuals commuting to work in San Benito 

County between 2006 and 2010 and 48.9 percent of this workforce traveled outside the county 

to work.20  To help manage the growth in demand for highway capacity, the Council of 

Governments provides ridesharing services.  

                                                        
20  U.S. Census Bureau, Table 1. Residence County to Workplace County Flows for the United States and Puerto 

Rico Sorted by Residence Geography: 2006-2010 

 

http://sanbenitorideshare.org/schools/safe-routes-to-school/
http://sanbenitorideshare.org/bike/bike-week/
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RIDESHARING  
The Council of Governments has provided ridesharing services to San Benito County residents 

since 1987, and the program focuses on commuters who travel outside San Benito County for 

employment. The goal of the Rideshare Program is to help commuters traveling to or from San 

Benito County use alternatives to driving alone. The Rideshare Program helps improve air 

quality by encouraging shared vehicle use, and use other modes of transportation as 

alternatives to the single-occupant vehicle.  

As a resource to commuters, San Benito County Rideshare partners with the Bay Area’s 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) for use of its 511 Ridematch Database. The 

database contains over 500 registered individuals in San Benito County that use carpool and 

vanpool ride matching services. After registering in the 511 database, registrants can see if 

there are others with a similar commute. If schedules align, a carpool can be formed, if there 

are a large number of people commuting to the same location, a vanpool could be formed.  

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM MANAGEMENT 
Transportation System Management strategies increase the efficiency of the existing 

transportation system and reduce the need for costly system expansion. Transportation System 

Management strategies often use Intelligent Transportation System technologies. These 

measures include signal synchronization, ramp metering, “at-speed” truck scales “weight in 

motion”, and 5-1-1 traveler information systems. Strategic application of Intelligent 

Transportation System technology on our transportation system can increase system 

productivity by as much as 5 percent. Projects expected to significantly increase single-

occupancy vehicle capacity are required to implement Transportation System Management 

strategies to mitigate the capacity increases.  

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) implemented a statewide effort to 

develop Corridor System Management Plans for corridors funded under the Corridor Mobility 

Improvement Account. This integration of transportation planning and operations seeks to 

maintain over the long term, through identification of multimodal, operational, and minor 

capacity enhancements, the mobility benefits gained from major corridor projects. 

INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 
Intelligent Transportation Systems involve the use of advanced computer, electronic, and 

communication technologies to increase the safety and efficiency of the entire surface 

transportation system. 

The Central Coast region has a history of planning and implementing Intelligent Transportation 

Systems. In 2000, the Central Coast Coordinating Group, which is composed of various 

transportation agencies in the Monterey Bay Area, coordinated with Caltrans to develop the 

Central Coast Intelligent Transportation Systems Implementation Plan. Building upon this 

foundation, the region is deploying and promoting Intelligent Transportation Systems. This 
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project will help local agencies develop new products that 

will help each agency to better implement, operate, and 

maintain their Intelligent Transportation Systems projects. 

More importantly, the Central Coast Intelligent 

Transportation Systems Implementation Plan is expected to 

provide a more expeditious, unified and consistent 

integration of ITS projects into the State and regional 

transportation planning and programming processes. 

The Central Coast Intelligent Transportation Systems 

Implementation Plan included various Intelligent 

Transportation Systems projects being considered for the 

Central Coast Region including: 

 Traffic signal control (signal timing, synchronization, and central control)  

 Network Surveillance (video of highways, traffic volume censors, smart call boxes) 

 Interactive traveler information systems (internet websites, kiosks, telephone call-in 

systems, apps) 

 Smart Motorist Aid Call Boxes 

The San Benito County region continues to implement Intelligent Transportation Systems 

application in various transportation projects when feasible.  

EMERGENCY CALL BOX PROGRAM 
Call boxes help motorists in distress by providing a direct 

connection to a California Highway Patrol communications 

center. The motorist-aid system operates along major 

roadways throughout the State. The programs are 

administered at the county level by local Service 

Authorities for Freeways and Expressways (SAFEs). 

In 1998, the Council of San Benito County Governments 

established the San Benito County Service Authority for 

Freeways and Expressways (SAFE) to administer the $1 

vehicle registration fee collected by the Department of 

Motor Vehicles (DMV) for maintaining an Emergency Call 

Box Program in San Benito County. San Benito County Service Authority for Freeways and 

Expressways (SAFE) currently maintains a total of 40 call boxes in region (Figure 4-16).  

Call box usage in San Benito County has remained steady over the past few years. Call box 

usage trends for the year typically show a decrease in calls during the winter months as people 

How can Intelligent 
Transportation Systems help? 
As transportation funds become 
more limited and travel demands 
increase, we need to find ways of 
maximizing the use of our 
existing transportation systems.  
Wise use of Intelligent 
Transportation Systems 
technologies will help us more 
efficiently use our initial 
transportation investment. 

Call Boxes in 
San Benito County

• 8 on Highway 25, North of Hollister

• 4 on Highway 25, South of Hollister

• 1 on Highway 146

• 6 on US 101

• 17 on Highway 156

• 4 on Panoche Road, in south San 
Benito County 

Figure 4-15   Call Box Locations in San 
Benito County 
Source: San Benito Service Authority for 
Freeways and Expressways 
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tend to travel less. Although cell phone usage is becoming more prevalent, it is still important 

to maintain this program because of the rural nature of San Benito County. There are areas 

with little to no cell phone service. Most recently, the Service Authority for Freeways and 

Expressways installed four call boxes in South San Benito County at the request of the California 

Department of Forestry due to the lack of cell service.  

  
Figure 4-16   Map of Call Box Locations in San Benito County 
Source: San Benito County Service Authority for Freeways and Expressways 

PARK-AND-RIDE LOTS 
San Benito County currently has two park-and-ride lots serving area commuters. One location is 

at the intersection of U.S. 101 and State Route 156 near Searle Road. The other location is in 

Hollister at the intersection of Hillcrest Road and Memorial Drive; this location also serves as a 

County Express transfer point for commuter transit service to Gilroy. 

RECREATIONAL TRAVEL 
San Benito County residents enjoy world-class recreation, sports and cultural amenities within 

the County as well as within a 45 mile radius. There are also a number of community 

organizations, educational facilities, public libraries and museums close to home. Highlights of 

recreational activities within San Benito County are noted below. 
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Pinnacles National Park, known for hiking, rock 

climbing, home to  California Condors, camping and 

picnic grounds, is a close getaway.21 Those traveling to 

the east entrance of Pinnacles National Park use 

Highway 25 to get there. 

Bicyclists, bird watchers and nature lovers venture out 

on the many winding roads or choose the canyon trek 

to Fremont Peak State Park with its magnificent vistas 

to Monterey Bay and observatory star gazing 

opportunities. Other major recreation facilities in San Benito County include the San Juan 

Bautista Mission, which the County region relies on tourism as its major 

industry, and the tourist traffic is welcome by downtown businesses. On street parking near 

Downtown San Juan Bautista is impacted by the shortage of parking at the mission. Many 

streets throughout the city are in need of maintenance and repair. Motorists traveling to and 

from San Juan Bautista use State Route 156 to access the Mission. 

U.S. 101 is also used by the traveling public to access recreational opportunities on the 

Monterey Peninsula, Santa Cruz County, San Benito County, and points north and south. U.S. 

101 is the coastal alternative to Interstate 5 connecting the San Francisco Bay Area to Los 

Angeles. 

AVIATION SERVICES AND GROUND ACCESS 
San Benito County has one public airport (Hollister Municipal Airport), one public/private 

airport (Frazier Lake Airpark), and several private landing strips scattered throughout the 

County. Regional airport services are provided by San Jose International Airport and Monterey 

Peninsula Airport.  

In San Benito County, agricultural producers, fire fighters, and emergency medical services all 

depend on the use of the local airports for various purposes. Private aircraft users also use San 

Benito County’s aviation facilities for commercial and recreational uses. The land uses 

surrounding the Hollister Municipal Airport are varied and include open space, agricultural 

uses, and industrial/commercial development. In order to promote compatibility between the 

land uses surrounding the Hollister Municipal Airport and Frazier Lake Airpark, the San Benito 

County Airport Land Use Commission guides itself by the Hollister Municipal Airport Land Use 

Compatibility Plan and the Frazier Lake Airpark Comprehensive Land Use Plan, respectively.  

The Compatibility Plan and the Comprehensive Land Use Plan seek to protect the public from 

the adverse effects of aircraft noise, ensure that people and facilities are not concentrated in 

areas susceptible to aircraft accidents, and to keep aircraft operational areas free from 

obstructions or activities that may impact aircraft navigation. The San Benito County Airport 

                                                        
21  San Benito County Brochure, Economic Development Department 

Hollister Hills State Vehicular Recreation 

Area offers 24 trail miles for 4-wheel 

drive recreational vehicles and 128 trail 

miles for motorcycle and all terrain 

vehicles (ATV) to use.  According to the 

Economic Development Corporation of 

San Benito County, over 250,000 people 

visit the park every year.   
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Land Use Commission is made of members of the Council of San Benito County Governments 

Board of Directors.  

Hollister Municipal Airport  

The Hollister Municipal Airport is located approximately two miles north of Hollister adjacent to 

State Route 156 and is owned and operated by the City of Hollister. The Airport Manager is 

responsible for the operation, maintenance, and management of the airport. A five-member 

Airport Advisory Commission provides recommendations on the policies and long-range plans 

for the Hollister Municipal Airport to the City Council. 

The facility is a general aviation airport and is included in 

the National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems. In its 

operational role, it is classed as General Utility and 

accommodates all current aviation aircraft except certain 

business jets. There are 167 aircraft currently based at 

the airport with annual operations estimated at 53,000. 

Hollister Municipal Airport has two intersecting runways. 

Runway 13-31, the primary runway, is aligned in a 

north/west prevailing wind direction with winds 

commonly out of the northwest. The crosswind runway, 

Runway 6-24, is aligned east/west. Both runways are lit 

for night use. 

Runway 13-31 is the longest runway at the airport with a 

length of 6,350 feet. Additionally, it is the only runway 

served with a straight-in instrument approach. Runway 31 is equipped with a localizer 

performance with vertical guidance instrument approach, with visibility minimums of 1¼ mile 

and a decision altitude of 553 feet Mean Sea Level (323 Above Ground Level). Large aircraft, 

such as business jets and Cal Fire aircraft, almost exclusively use Runway 13-31. 

Runway 6-24 is 3,150 feet in length and 100 feet wide. Runway 6-24 is a visual approach 

runway that it has no straight-in approach procedures. As a crosswind runway, Runway 6-24 

allows aircraft, particularly smaller aircraft which are susceptible to strong crosswinds, to safely 

land and depart the airport when wind conditions do not favor the primary runway. Local 

weather patterns indicate that winds are out of the northwest in the morning, favoring Runway 

31. In the afternoon, winds shift and blow out of the west, favoring Runway 24.  

The City of Hollister has made continual improvements to address the future needs of the 

Hollister Municipal Airport. The Hollister Municipal Airport, in cooperation with the Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA) and the State, is planning an expansion of the Airport via a 

proposal for a jet center with unique "through-the-fence" access. This will allow increased air 

Figure 4-17   Hollister Municipal Airport 
Source: Hollister Municipal Airport Master Plan 
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cargo traffic, including air-training centers for pilots and mechanics, plus support additional air 

tourism traffic to the area. A regionally recognized clean energy tech center is planned for 

workforce training and suitable alternative energy source opportunities. 

 
 Figure 4-18   Hollister Municipal Airport Project 
Source: San Benito County Brochure 

Frazier Lake Airpark 

Frazier Lake Airpark is located approximately 4.5 nautical miles northwest of Hollister Municipal 

Airport and is privately-owned and operated by the Frazier Lake Airpark Corporation. Two 

runways are available for use at the airport, one waterway which is 3,000 feet long and a turf 

runway that is 2,500 feet long. The airport does not have an airport traffic control tower and no 

published instrument approach procedures. Approximately 90 aircraft are based at the airport, 

with tiedowns being the only service available.  

Regional Airports 

San Jose International Airport is a major carrier airport that provides San Benito County 

residents with airline service throughout the state, nation, and selected foreign countries. The 

airport is approximately 55 miles north of Hollister and 45 miles from San Juan Bautista. 

Primary access to San Jose International Airport is via State Route 25, 156 and U.S. 101.  

Monterey Peninsula Airport is a smaller regional airport that provides San Benito County 

residents with airline service within California and a few out-of-state destinations. The airport is 

approximately 40 miles southwest of Hollister and 35 miles from San Juan Bautista. Primary 

access to Monterey Peninsula Airport is via State Route 156 and U.S. 101.  

The airports service the needs of agriculture, tourism, government, and other business interests 

throughout the region. Almost 50 percent of the total air trips to the area through the regional 

airports are specifically for business purposes while another 40 percent of those trips are for 

tourism. Without the region's airports, the potential loss of these patrons could mean a large 

loss to the region's overall economic productivity. 
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Chapter 5 sets forth a plan of action to address existing transportation deficiencies and future 

transportation needs. 

 
Figure 4-19   Map of Regional Airports 
Source: Hollister Municipal Airport Master Plan 


